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PSYCHOLOGY AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS 447 

"perfect goodness" is another matter. As Mr. Schiller well says, if 
you raise power, or goodness, or what not, to infinity, you may 
simply destroy it. That is what I think happens here. "The 
Good," or "Perfect Godness," seems mere words to me. Some 
things are better than others, as some people are fatter than others. 
But why should there have to be, therefore, a person who is the ne 
plus ultra of superlative fatness, who is "perfect in fatness"? Or 
why should there be something called "The Fat"? Doubtless we 
have need of a criterion of goodness. But I do not see why that 
criterion has to be either "The Good," or "a Being that is perfect 
in goodness," any more than the tape-measure by which we might 
measure fatness would have itself to be absolutely fat. I would, 
therefore, deny that we can so much as have an intelligible idea of 
what it would mean for something to be perfectly good. And that 
granted, even the very first premise of the ontological proof is 
overthrown. 

But my discussion will be defeating its own purpose, if I con- 
tinue longer, and prevent such readers as I may have had from turn- 
ing at once to the rich variety of those much more admirable dis- 
cussions, which the volume we have been passing in review presents, 
in such unusual measure, for our enjoyment. 

H. T. COSTELLO. 

Columbia University. 
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